Carlos C. Martínez-Rivera, Ph.D.

I am from Puerto Rico and have always been fascinated by nature. My childhood room used to be my dad’s fishroom, and my first roommate was my mom’s oscar fish… that might have had something to do with my passion for wildlife and fishes. I spent more time in the woods and reading nature books than your average kid and spent my allowance money on fishes (with a $5 and max 10” size limit!!).

My parents always enabled this passion and as such I completed my BSc in biology with a minor in botany at U. of Puerto Rico-Mayagüez (96-01) and my PhD at U. of Missouri-Columbia (01-08) studying sexual selection and evolution of frog calls in noisy, competitive environments (frog choruses) and worked with conservation projects in the coastal cloud forests of Ecuador.

I joined Philadelphia Zoo (2008) as Curator of Amphibians and Reptiles/Amphibian Conservation Biologist, to develop and implement conservation projects for critically endangered amphibians in the Neotropics, breeding harlequin toads, poison frogs, and marsupial frogs. 

I moved to Pinelands Preservation Alliance in 2021 as Director of Conservation Science, using science and policymaking to effect conservation actions in the NJ Pine Barrens. Later, I became Curator of Living Collections at Da Vinci Science Center in Allentown, PA planning a new Lehigh River watershed exhibit with NA river otters and native fishes which opened in May 2024.

I have been Director of Conservation at Akron Zoo since March 2024 where I am tasked with our conservation and environmental sustainability initiatives around the Cuyahoga Valley, and the rest of the world working to save our native wildlife in our backyards and in places like the Amazon rainforests, Andes, Himalayas, and African Rift Valley.

As a fish keeper, I am “forever stuck” on the cichlid and catfish phase… I’m not much of a breeder, more like a wet pet owner, but also delve into natives and loaches, and have one planted tank!
